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M. COULONDRE, French Ambassador in Berlin,

to M. GEORGES BONNET, Minister for Foreign Affairs.

Berlin, September 1,  1939.

(Received by telephone at 11.30 a.m.)

THE session of the Reichstag has just come to an end, having lasted
one hour.

In his opening speech Field-Marshal Goering stated that it was
only at 3 o'clock in the morning that the decision to summon the
Reichstag had been taken. He added that more than one hundred
delegates were absent because they were in the ranks of the
Wehnnacht.

The following is an analysis and a translation of the essential
passages of the speech made by the Chancellor:

"Since 1919 we have all been suffering the torments inflicted upon
us by a problem created by the Diktat of Versailles, a problem which
has become intolerable in its effects.

"Danzig has always been, and is, a German City: the Corridor
has always been, and is, German. Both these territories owe their
cultural development to the German people. Danzig was separated
from Germany, and the Corridor annexed. In other regions, Germans
have been ill-treated in such a manner that more than a million of
them have had to abandon their homes.

"I have always tried to obtain an alteration of this position by
peaceful methods. It is a lie to pretend that we have always had
recourse to violence. In each case, not once but several times, I have
tried to obtain indispensable modifications through the way of negotia-
tion. My proposals for limitation of armaments, for the abolition of
certain arms and for the elimination of certain methods of warfare,
which I considered incompatible with the law of nations, were rejected.

"I tried in vain to solve amicably the problems of Austria, the
Sudeten, Bohemia and Moravia. It is impossible to claim that only
peaceful revisions can be admitted, and at the same time continually
persist in rejecting them.

'Tor us, the Treaty of Versailles has never had the force of law!"

Then, passing on to the situation existing in the Polish regions
with German minorities, the Fiihrer declared that no people with any
feelings of honour would accept for long such a state of affairs.

"I made, however, a final effort," the Fiihrer added. 'The British
Government proposed that direct contact should be established between
Poland and Germany. I accepted this proposal and I prepared bases
for negotiation. For two whole days I waited without the Poles send-
ing their plenipotentiaries. Last night the Polish Ambassador informed
us that his Government was examining in what degree it would agree
to the opening of negotiations.

"If it could be thought that the German Reich and its Leader
could be treated in that way, nothing would be left for Germany but
to disappear from the political stage.